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performs Sraddha, or rather Tarpana^ every day for his dead
ancestors always changes the sacred thread each time he
mentions their names.)1 The ceremony ends by the eleven
balls being put into a broad copper vessel and then thrown into
the river, or if there is no river near, they are given to a cow
to eat.
The knots in the darbha-grass are untied, which sets the
gods free to go, and directly they have left, the blades of
grass are thrown into the river, and this is also done with
the ring of darbha-grass$ which the performer had put on at
the beginning of the rite. He now bathes, putting herbs on
his head as he does so, and afterwards puts on a new loin-
cloth and besmears his forehead with ashes.
But his work is not yet finished, for though he has offered.
the Ekada^a Sraddha, he must now perform the Fivefold
Sraddha (Panca Sraddha), and these two together are thought
of as composing a sixteenfold Semi-pure Sraddha, corre-
sponding to the sixteenfold Impure Sraddha which we have
already studied, (Altogether, we may remember, fifty-two
balls of rice have to be offered in Sraddha.)
The officiant therefore now takes five bundles of darbha-
grass, each containing three blades, and knots each bundle
to represent the five gods : Brahma, Visnu, Rudra, Yama, and
Tatpurusa. These he arranges so that they face the north,
each bundle resting on another.
He worships the grass in the fivefold way, and then arranges
five balls of the cooked rice mixed with seven 2 special things
(sesamum seeds, water, sugar, milk, curds, honey, clarified
butter) in a row. The row runs from east to west, and each
ball in it rests on a bundle of darbha-grass on which water has
been sprinkled. As soon as the balls are arranged, water is
1 With regard to mentioning the name of the dead, there does not seem
to be any special rule. The dead man's mother is generally too heart-
.broken at his loss ever to be able to introduce his name casually into con-
versation, but other members of the family mention the name if there is
any occasion,
5 Strictly speaking these are regarded as eight things, the cooking being
thought of as an added ingredient.